
Performance Results for 2025-26   Community Futures Northwest Alberta  

Community Futures (CF) is a program that supports community economic development and builds the capacity of 
communities to realize their full sustainable potential.  The purpose of the CF Program is to help communities 
develop and implement local solutions to local problems.   

Provide additional Information (e.g. Success stories, Links to priorities, leveraging work, communication events, 
etc.)  
 

The past year has brought significant economic challenges to Northwest Alberta, highlighted by the curtailment of 
West Fraser operations and the loss of approximately 440 direct and indirect jobs, alongside ongoing uncertainty 
tied to caribou-related surface rights restrictions that have stalled new resource development. While agriculture has 
remained stable and oil and gas growth slow, most businesses are focused on survival amid rising costs, labour 
shortages, and increasing risk aversion, which has limited expansion and new investment. CFNWA has supported the 
region through partnerships with REDI and new employment service providers, maintained strong engagement 
through Chambers of Commerce, and navigated internal capacity constraints due to Manager Retirement and 
leadership transition, with operations now returned to full capacity under new executive leadership. 

 

 

 
1 Estimated at the time of lending 

Community Futures Performance Results 2025-26 

Strong rural community strategic planning and implementation 

1. Total number of community-based projects (new & on-going) 2 

2. Total number of local and regionally-based community strategic plans developed and/or updated 0 

Rural access to business development services  

3. Total number of business training session participants  0 

4. Total number of business advisory services  140 

Rural access to capital and leveraged capital  

5.  Dollar value of loans $850,000 

6. Total number of loans   7 

7. Number of jobs created/maintained/expanded through lending1 21 

 


